Lakenheath Fen news Jan 2011
Happy New Year to all!

Staff news
Dave Rogers, our new site manager started on 12 September, and has spent the last few months settling in and making plans to get stuck into some serious reedbed management!  I spent a very interesting sabbatical in the Azores, helping with SPEA’s (Birdlife Portugal) Safe Islands for Seabirds project on the tiny island of Corvo.  Four weeks monitoring mammals and Cory’s shearwaters in the sunshine – lovely!  Steve Wiltshire, our reserve assistant for the past 4 years has sadly left us for pastures new.  He’s not gone far though, joining the Wildfowl and Wetland Trusts team as Warden at Welney.  We wish him all the best.
Visitor centre and reserve
David’s event programme got off to a good start in 2012 with his Stepping Up For Nature pledge event on New Year’s Day.  Attendees were encouraged to write down how they were going to contribute to nature conservation in 2012, from small things like leaving a corner of nettles in their garden to more ambitious plans to digging a pond or creating a wildflower meadow (nice if you have enough land for it!).  One of my actions to step up for nature this year is to leave a corner of my allotment to grow wild and weedy, perhaps with a scattering of wildflower seed.  As well as providing food and shelter for birds, bees and butterflies, hopefully it will encourage good bugs to eat the bad bugs that try and eat my veggies!  If you are interested in finding out more about the new initiative, have a look on www.rspb.org.uk/stepping up for more ideas.  
Work on the reserve has now turned to the annual willow bash, strimming reeds and other visitor viewing improvements.  Strimmed areas at Joist Fen and New Fen shelters resulted in excellent views of bitterns and water rails wandering across cut reeds right in front of the viewpoints!  Plans are also afoot to start rejuvenating some of the older areas of reed bed (now 14 years old), with a mixture of cutting and grazing.  Water levels are steadily rising, assisted by the recent heavy rain, hopefully reaching top levels by the end of February just in time for prospecting bitterns and cranes!  Water levels have been exceptionally low in the run up to Christmas, due to lack of rain, so the reedbeds will take some filling!
Wildlife highlights
Three goosanders have been on the river for the last few days.  A flock of up to 22 whooper swans have been present on the washland.  A black-tailed godwit has been around with a small group of ten redshanks.  The cranes have been around occasionally over the last few months.  On 24 Nov, our five were back with an additional two birds.  Little and Large, who are usually quite aggressive towards unfamiliar birds, seemed to be quite accepting of the additional birds, leading us to suspect that one of these could have been our youngster, Tiny, from 2009.  They only stayed for a week though before heading back to WWT’s Welney reserve.  We’ve had a quite impressive marsh harrier roost of up to 21 birds, along with the occasional ringtail hen harrier, merlin, peregrine and a few buzzards.  Up to three short-eared owls have been seen regularly since 12 Nov over the washland and Joist Fen North.  A report of a wryneck on the Public footpath on 24 Oct had staff pulses racing, but so far there have been no other reports...An otter swimming across the visitor centre pond was a real treat for those that were present on 7 Nov (I missed it!), and on the same day one was photographed walking across the main track near the West Wood!  Good numbers of siskin and redpoll have been using the feeders near the visitor centre.
Events
Don’t forget, we have a wide and varied events programme to suit all interests and abilities.  If you would like to find out what events are available, please have a look on the website www.rspb.org.uk/lakenheath.  Or contact David on 01842 863400, or email Lakenheath@rspb.org.uk.
Hope to see you soon.  Cheers, Katherine.                                                                     3/1/2012
